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The Proposed Byndicate—Mr. Juy Cooke’s
Coufcnsion and  Exvianation=Mr. Bout-
woll’'s Duty and Opportunity.

Mr. Jay Cooke makes a contribution to the
Syndicate literature of the day in a card
which we print in another column, The ex-
planation and exposure made by the Herarn
of the celebrated Syndicate despateb, which
was originally cireulated throngh the Associ-
ated Press as an advertisement by some of Mr,
Cooke’s ingenions T.ondon agents, seem to
have annoyed him. So he makes his own
appeal to the public and asks us to pass judg-
ment,

Let us repent the history of this transaction
and ase if anybody is to blame in the prem-~
ises but Mr. Cooke or his ingenious London
agents, BSome days auo a cable despatch was
sent bere and prinfed in the newspapers
parading the satatement that Mr. Cooke,
throngh his Londan partners and the famous
house of Rothschilds, had made a proposition
to take the whole of the six hundred millions
of the new loan. The despatch was curiously
worded, 80 a8 to produce this impression
without exaotly saying so. A proposition
“has been made,"” so it ran, “‘looking to” the
purchase of the whole loan, Now, the words

‘‘looking to'" saved the despatch from being
absolutely false, althongh they did not prevent
ita being false by inference. Any Wall street
aurbstone broker, for inslance, might go into
the Bub-Treasury and offer to buy a thousand
dollar bord nt a certain rate and then print in
the newspapers that he had made a proposi-
tion to Mr. Hillhouse ‘‘looking to” the pur-
chasa of a bundred willions, In fact he wonld
tell what wonld be troe, but what would be in
realily no less an uniruth,

There is falsechood by suggeslion as well
aa falschood by expression, as Mr. Cooke may
fearn from the fathers: and what the HErALD
complained of in this despatch was that it
suggesated a falsebood and suppresscd an es-
gentizl part of the truth, The street believed
the untrath thus conveyed, egpecially when a
few days after it wns also telezraphed to New
York that the President and Sceretary Bout-
well ware in Philadelpbia and “‘in consulta-
tioa" with Mr. Jay Cooke himself as to the
tevms of this new loan. This was another
misstatement; but [t came in lime, and served
to strengthen the impresgion made hy the
table despatch, The ingenious advertising
agent In London was answered back by an-
o:her advertising agent in Philadelpbia, and
the expedient suseecded, Now, eo far as we
can learn, there was no ‘‘consultation” be-
tween Mr. Cooke and the President and
Secretary Boutwell In Philadelphin. The
tone f Mr. Cooke's letter confirms
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Britisn Vierory Nean 1ig Loosnats s
Ispta.—A  British force in India has just
made a rapid march from different points of
headquarters to the territory of the Looshals,
ia rebellion, They did not balt until they were
ut the headquarters of the iosurgents, Then
they engaged and defeated them with severe
loss. That's the way the English do things
in India, and so, generally speaking, do rebels
fare out there at their handa, The expedition
was ic force, promptiy organized and directed
by orders from Lord Napier of Magdala and
the Viceroy of Indis, us will he seen by the
military history which we append to our news
telegram to-duy,

thie. The work planned in Loudon was
done. There was the story in circulation that
Mr. Uooke and the famous and mighty house
of Rothschild (mark the adroit combination)
ware about to take six hundred millions of the
new loan; that the offer was so Important
that the Secretary of the Treasury and even
the President had hurried to Philadelphia to
“eonsull” with Mr, Cooke, and that we were to
have a financial triumph of uoparalleled splen-
dor. For forty-eight hours the street ac-
septed this and marvelled at it. At last the
Herarp, searching out the truth, as in duty
bound to the public, quietly exploded the
bubble by announcing that no such proposi-
tion bad been made a8 telegraphed from Lon-
don ; that the cable despatoh was far enough
from the truth as practically to be false, and
that the ‘‘consultation” in Philadelphia was
an exaggeration of a call of courtesy., The
next day the complaisant Washington cor-
respondent of the Associated Press, being
also in the advertising frame of mind shown
in London and Philadelphia, denied the
HEeraLp's news and repeated the old story re
garding it again, under the convenient phrase,
“looking to." The HErALD again affirmed its
news, The Z'ribune came into line and ad-
mitted its trath, Mr. Boutwell himself con-
firmed it; and now comes Mr. Cooke with a
card confessing that his agents, or people in-
spired by his agents, succeeded in making
Wall street believe one thing about the pro-
posed Syndicate until the Herarp showed
that quite another thing was true, As we
said at the time, it was an ‘‘advertising expe-
dient,” and this Mr. Cooke does not deny.

Nor is it fair for Mr. Cooke to complain of
Mr, Boutwell for not “‘stating to the reporters
what had occurred.” It was not Mr. Boul-
well's business to hunt up reporters and cor-
rect Mr. Cooke's advertisements. Mr. Bout-
well did not send the first despatch from Lon-
don, with its sngzestion of falsehood. Mr.
Boutwell did not telegraph from Philadelphia
that he was there in ‘‘consultation” with Mr.
Cooke; nor did Mr. Bouiwell contribute to
the deception by any despatch from Washing-
ton. Mr. Boutwell is a man of honor, slngu-
larly truthfol aud discreet. We regard
Mr, Jay Cooke ns & man of honor
and integrity, Dut he has been badly
served, He should teach his agents that
bonds cannot be made popular by the tricks
of a dealer in patent medicines, In financial
matters peaple do not simply want the truth,
but the most careful, painstaking and elaborate
rendering of the wath, This was not done,
A false impression was made, It was steadily
kept alive. The Associated Press was made
to contribute 10 I's existence, The whole
country was placcd under one impression
while quite another was true,  Aad now, when
the Herarn ostablishes the truth, Mr. Cooke
admits that we were coreoot,

The proposition, then, really is this: that the
new Syndicate shall take &50,000,000 of the
new five per cont loan before Febroary 1,
with the optlon of whking 50,000,000 ;ﬁ.,r.,
during thig year. And that upon making the
interest payable in Loudon $200,000,000 of
the five per cents and 200,000,000 of the foum
and a half per cents would be taken before the
end of 1873, The terms of this negotiation

Syndicate—the same violations of law; the
tame temporary increasge of the public debt
and Interest, the same abandoament of so
mitch capital to the use of private honses—{or
a term of months to usge it as they please—
without o dollur of security, with the
additional and to us ignominious coneession
of payiog interest on Amorican bonds In an
English capital, as though we were gome
slarving Spain or buukrupt Turkey, and could
only borrow money by paying tribute to the
monarchs of the English money mwarket, Let
ve make this concession alone—this igno-
minious and humiliating concession—and we
give London an ascendancy over New York

a8 o money market that a balf century will
not overcome. Every six months we must
send onr stream of gold to London, This may
be an advantage to Mr. Ceoke's English
house—for we presume tiat commissions are
commissions to this astute banker, whether he
pockets them in London or New York—but he
can hardly ask the nation to make the addi-
tional sacrifice for the purpose of adding to
his London income. Let us pay our interest
at our own Treasury, and those whe have our
bonds will ind a way to receive it.
Furlbhermore, there must be no more Syndi-
cate schemes like the present. Mr. Cooke
himself, not being, we presume, an adept at
*‘eards,” shows himself how weak itis. In
the first part of his letter he desirea to take
#50,000,000 this year—perhaps, in all,
#100,000,000. Then, if we change our law to
enit his business interests, he will take
$500,000,000 in 1873. This is intelligible.
But at the end he goes on to say, ‘“‘the whole
$600,000,000, in my opinion, can be funded
into four and n half and five per cents during
_the present year." Now, if Mr. Cooke thinka
he can finish this work in 1872, why does he
deaire special legislation and the right to wait

until the close of 1873 ? Ia there any more in-
terest to be gained from the Treasury—any
hidden scheme for holding and using a vast
amount of capital for & term of mouths with-
out gecurily? The who'e thing linka like
what the traders call a “‘dicker,” aud is un-
sound, There were classes in the e:rlier
times who made money by “‘clipping” the
coing of the realm. Mr. Cooke and his friends
seem anxious to make money by a financial
process that is little more than ‘‘clipping” the
honds and coupons of the republic,

The country has been generous and Lrustfl
to the Secretary of the Treasury, We
ask him to take lessons from his own®
experience. Let him throw aside any timid,
make-shift corner-grocery policy. We desire
his success, and the way to success invites
him. As Mr. Cooke says, in hia second
thought, he can fund this whole loan in 1872,
To do 8o he must make a broad, open and
generous Syndicate. He must permit no sus-
picion of jobbery. He must allow no one
house to farm oul the government business to
other houses, reserving all the honor of the
undertaking and a percentage on every bond
sold. Neither Mr. Cooke nor the Rothschilds
nor any house in the world has the right to
agk this pre-eminence from the government of
the United States. And when next time Mr,
Jay Cooke or “‘my brother, Governor Cooke,"
has, to use the Court Journal rhetoric of this
Philadelphia banker, “audience with the Sec-
retary,” let Mr. Boutwell say, “Ishall have
no more jobs, no more bargains made in a
night, no more exclusive privileges, no more
increase of the debt and interest, no more
handling of public money by private houses
without security, no more bending of this
nation's credit to serve one house or any Syn-
dicate of houses. On the contrary, here is
the law and my construction of the law. I throw
this loan open to the world, to American
houses and foreign houses, to Rothschilds
and Baring. T expect every banker to sustain
the credit of the government and to share in
any gain therefrom. If you will come with
the rest, welcome! If not, yon know your
business. But no more reserve® high places
in the synagogue of the Treasury.”

Congress Yeaterdny=—A Dull and Unevents
ful Day.

The proceedings in either House yesterday
were unmarksd by any features deserving of
special notice. In the Senate Mr. Carpenter,
of Wisconsin, made a speech against the pro-
posed method of reforming the civil service.
He ragarded it as a mistaken and dangerous
policy, and expressed his regret that the
President bhad given it his sanctlon and
approval. The petition of the woman suffra-
gists was reported back adversely from the
Judiciary Committee, and the committee waa
discharged from its further conaideration,
Undaunted by repeated failures, an effort is
now made to give to women in the Territories
the right to vote and hold office, and Mr.
Wilson, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill
yesterday to that effect. We are not aware
that there is anything In existing laws
to prohibit women in the Terrritories
or elsewhere holding any offices which
they may be forlunate or unfortunate enough
to get; but as to their taking part in political
strife and chicanery there or anywhere else,
we know of no man who would propose such
degradation for his own wife, sister or daugh-
ter, and the sooner this unwholesome fungus of
agitation is covered up from public attention
the more creditable it will be to American
society. The thing is a stench in the nostrils
of all respectable, right-minded people,

The House, in the absence of the Speaker,
cauged by the serions illness of one of his
children, appeared to lack =omewhat of its
usual life and vigor. It dawdled for a couple
of hours over bills granting pensions to invalid
goldiers and widows, and then adjourned for
want of anything better to do. The Pension
and Post Office Appropriation bills for the
next fiscal year were reported and made
special orders for next week,

Tue STREET CAr TeAGEDY 1IN Unioa.—We
publish to-day a full account of this terrible
affair. Josephine MeCarty, a woman whose
charactef, according to her own admission,
was anything but spotless, entered a street
¢ar at about ten o'clock on Wednesday morn-

area to be the saumo as those of the |-ra.wr:t]

ing, and, after speaking to a man
whom she alleges had ruined  her
prospects  for  Lfe, deliberately drew
a revolver and after ghooting him

tbrough the face, the ball passed into the
hieart of his friend, fnstantly killing bim, The
glory promises to be a sensational one, and,
coming immediately after the recent assassina-
tion In (his city and haviog for its basis simi-
lar characteristics, it will be read with addi.
tional intereat.

Tur Popr Takes Jun  SvppEsiy,—A
TERALD epecial telegram from Rome reports
that His Holiness Pope Pius the Niuth was
seized with illness, suddenly, on Wednesday,
and compelled to retire to bed, He is
troubled with a cough, but it is thought that
be is not seriouely indisposed, A Pontifical
reception which was to have been held at the
Vatican the same duy was postponed. The
Pope ls In the eightieth yeur of his age, He
will complete the period should his life be
spared to the 18ib of May.

The Hernld’s Nilo Expedition—(iood Newwn
of Sir Samuel Baker—Afrien.

From the Grand Duke's splendid bufilo
bunt in Nebraska to our expedition up the
Nile we have now the honor to invite our read-
ers, A special cable deapatch brings us some’
very agreeable intelligence in reference to the
Herarp's Nile expedition, organized for the
express purpose of settling all doubis as to
the fate of the great Egyptian annexation ex-
pedition of Sir Samnel Baker, from which for
many montha no tidings had been received,
except reporta of a fatal disaster. We now
hear that Sir Samuel is well, and that our ex-
ploring party, on January 16, had reached
Kuarasko, from six to seven hundred miles
from Cairo, up the river, between the First
and Second Cataract—the cataracta being
counted from below. Between Karasko and
Abu Ahmed (or Moorabus Hammed, as our
reporter gives it), the river makes a great
semicircle of several bundred miles; and to
shorten the distance and to avoid the rough,
rocky ridges along the river, the usual roufe
of travel is by the chord between the two
points named, which is a terrible journey
across the burning and waterleas desert of
Nubia.

Abu Ahmed is near the Fifth Cataract, which

sufliciently indicates the rugged and impassa-
ble character of the country between it and
the First Cataract by the line of the river,
The desert journey between the two points
ccenples some eight days, and as there is no
water on the route that which is needed by a
caravan must be carried along with it. Hence
our oommissioner had provided for his
party on  this desert trip four drome-
deries and fifly camels, whbich, doubtless,
would ca7 y him through, This is the route
pursuc? by Sir Sumuel Baker in his famous
wxpedition into Abyssinia, in which, by actual
nbservation, he golved the problem of the an-
nual Imvadation of Egypt. He saw that this
inunduiion. drawn from the Indian Ocean,
comes from the enormous spring rain fall on
the 1:fty tablelands and mouotaing of Abys-
sinia, pcured dcwn by the Blue Nile and the
Atbara into the main river. For instance, he
and “fs party one night had pitched their
tents on the dry bed of the Atbara, because it
was me, e solid and comfortable than the hot,
dusty soil on the river banks. But in the
middle of the night some of his Arabs gave
the alarm, “‘The river!" *‘The river!" which,
like the ery of “‘Fire!” “*Fire!" roused the whole
camp and started them, with tbeir tents and
hammocks, at full speed up the river bank;
and then came rolling down in the river bed
a wall of water like a tidal wave—the begin-
ning of the spring flood from Abyssinia., Next
morning that which was a dry excavation had
become a mighty river, five hundred yards
wide and forty feet deep, and with the rush-
ing cuarrent of the Missouri with its spring
freshets from the Rocky Mountains.
In his next important Nile expedition, that
ap the main river to its great equatorial lakes,
Baker solved the mystery of the exhaustless
volume of the main stream all the year ronnd
for fifteen hundred miles through the name-
less and roasting deserta of Nubia and Egypt.
He found that the main river's inexhanstible
stream comes from the abounding rains with
which those equatorial lukes are supplied ; and
thus to Baker belongs the credit of settling
the causes of the never-failing stream of the
Nile and the annual inundation of Egypt.
From those expeditions, moreover, he brought
such reports of the fertility of the regions
around those great lakes and below them, that
the Khedive of Egypt resolved to annex them
and his glorious river to itsa sources.
Hence this great army expedition under
Baker from the Egyptian government, Our
despatch reports him at Khartoum, which lies
in the fork at the junction of the Blue and the
White Nile, or main river, some fifteen hundred
miles or more up the stream from Cairo.

Khartoum, therefore, will be the next point
aimed at by the Hrrarp's Nile expedition;
and as it is greatly favored by the generous
assistance of the enlightened and enterprising
Ismail Pacha and bhis officials, we feel secure
of its success in joining Sir Samuel Baker.
And for this generous assistance and for his
hospitalities to all Americans we hereby ten-
der our hearty thanks to the Khedive, and, in
view of his great enterprises and of his wise
and energetic efforts to keep pace with the
progressive spirit of the age, we wish him
many years of peace, health and prosperity.

The special despatch which we have been
discussing mentions, also, as a fact worthy of
notice, that the English railway survey of
Soudan is nearly completed. Soudan is an
immense region of different peoples and tribes
in Central Africa, extending from the Upper
Nile in the Enst across the Continent to the
Niger and the Senegal, near the Atlantic
coast, We believe this projected railway has
for its object the bringing down to Sierra Leone
the traffic of the fertile valley of the Niger,
including Timbuctoo, and of the industrious
tribes around Lake Tchad. This interior trade,
from time immemorial, has mainly gone to the
Mediterranean by caravans of camels acrosa
the Great Desert; but, with a British railway
opening through the Atlantic const mountains
and forests, it will ind an outlet which will
greatly increase the African equatorial com-
merce of Great Britain, In conclusion, Af-
rica, from these Nile expeditions, and these
Livingstone expeditions, and those lately dis-
covered diamond fields, and all these British
colonial and railway enterprises, is becoming
a very interesting quarter of the globe, and is
destined to be more and more interesting
and useful to the civilized world from year to
year henceforward for ages to come,

A WansiNg.—James Curry, the policeman
who arrested a gentleman a week or two since
and lodged him in the station house for driv-
ing a little faster than suited the represenia-
tive of the locust brigade, was summarily
digmissed from the Police Dopartment yes-
terday by the Board of Commissioners, This
should be a warning to other officions
crestures now belonging to the police force,
o8 many of them bave not the slightest idea
of their position, Like Bergh's deputies, they
seem to think it their bounden duty to annoy
respectable people whenever an occasion
preseats itself, Stopping ladies' carringes
and altering check reins, and arresting gentle-
men while driving along our streets, wilhout
resson, must be stopped; and the sooner these
ignorant officials are taught their duty the
better it will be for the character of the me.

teopolis.

The Temporury Goverrggat of New York—
Monsleur Tonson Comp Agaim,

The struggle now going on in the State Capi-
tal for the temporary control of the government
of New York, from the present time up to
the first of May next, mayappear to be of
little interest to the people of the city; but the
earnestness with which the politicians enter
into it shows how much importance they attach
to the result. It is desirable that the citizens of
New York and the members of the Legislature
from the raral districts should learn the real
meaning of the movements now goingon, in
order that the former may know exactly in
what direction they are drifting, ‘and that the
latter may ba enabled to vote understandingly
on the questions that are coming before them,
The present fight at Albany goes beyond the
mere temporary enjoyment of power In the
city government; it reaches to the control of
the next charter election through the weight
of the municipal patronage and funds. Who-
ever can hold in his grasp the various city
departments will be enabled, it is believed,
to make such combinations and to
wield such influence as to give him and his
friends a great advantage in the charter cam-
paign, There can be no other explanation of
the efforts now being made in Albany to drive
throngh the Legislature unnecessary laws
making complete revolutions in the New York
city and county government, that shall last
only for three or four months, or just beyond
the time when it i3 expected the new charter
will come inlo operation and an election will
be held under ita provisions.

Comptroller Green ia at the head of the
Finance Department, to which position he was
appointed by Mayor Hall, Both before his
appointment as Acting Comptroller and sub-
sequently he has discharged his duties faith-
fully and won the approval of his fellow
civizens, By virtue of his office he Lolds a
check upon all the public expenditures, and
can resist the payment of any improper or
fraudnlent accounts against the city or
county., He now asks the Legislature to
increase his power to an unlimited extent;
to invest him with supreme exccutive and
judicial authority, and to make him,
in fact, an autocrat over every city depart-
ment and every city and county office.
If the people of New York desire that he
ghould have such power, and if the Legislature
choose to give it to bhim, let it be done openly
and above board, and not by indirect means.
Two bills have been reported in the Senate—
one placing in the Complroller's hands
supreme power over all street openings,
gradings, paving, sewering and every descrip-
tion of public improvements, and making his
certificate the sole and exclusive evidence of
all amounts due for any work that may be
done on the sireets, avenues and public places
of the city. This bill is probably the most
extreme in its provisions of any ever intro-
duced into the State Legislature, The other
bill reported by the committee is called by its
title ‘*An act regarding the apportionment of
appropriations and the auditing and payment
of certain claime in the city and county of New
York.,” 1In its provisions it creates a seeming
temporary Board of Audit and Apportionment,
consisting of the Comptroller, the President of
the Board of PPublic Works and the President
of the Park Commission; but, as it requires
that their action shall be concurrent or unani-
mous on any claim or apportionment, it in
truth places the whole power as much in the
hands of the Comptroller as if his name stood
alone in the bill. Practically such an act
might become a dead letter in case of any con-
flict of views between the members of the
Board. It should in this respect be amended
by substituting the President of the Board of
Aldermen for the President of the Park Com-
mission and making the voice of the major-
ity rule. The Board is to have the power to
make appropriations for the various city de-
partments, and, as Mr. Green is a Commis-
sioner of Parks as well as Comptroller, that
Department would have two representatives
on the Board of Apportionment as the bill is
now drawn. It isdesirable that this should be
avoided, and it is also desirable, if not impera-
tive, that the Board of Aldermen, an elective
body and the legislative branch of the munici-
pal government, should be represented on a
Board of Audit and Apportionment.

The third section of the bill goes outside the
title, and, although it seeks to mccomplish its
purpose in an indirect manner, it actually re-
vivea Comptroller Green's original proposition
to enable him to practically abolish or create
any department or office in the cily of New
York, by withholding or giving his written con-
sent to the payment of its expenses or galary.
All payments for work done, services per.
formed, supplies and materials furnished for
the city or county, are, under this clause, to
be made “‘in all cases in which the said Comp-
troller shall so order in writing.” If the
Comptroller should desire to ‘*‘order in writ-
ing"” the payment of the expenses or the salary
of a new bureau or office, between the time of
the passage of the bill and Lhe first day of
May next, he has the power to do so. Should
he wish to abolish any existing bureaun or
office he can do so by withholding such
“order in writing” for the payment of its ex-
penses or employés, Now we insist that if
such power is to be given into the Comptrol-
ler's hands it should be done openly and
directly, and not in an indirect manner.

So far as the sqnabblings and bickerings of
political factions or individuals are concerned
the HERALD has no part or interest in them,
We care nothing whether Compiroller Green
or Commissioner Van Nort, Conkling or Fen-
ton, Greeley or Murphy, Hawkins or Hank
Smith obtains the inside track in a local organi-
zation or the whiphand in the next charter
election.  Whatever political and per-
sonal intrignes may be going on, or
whatever clique may oblain a mijority
for its schemes at the State eapitol, the people
of New York will take care that none but men
of known worth, integrity and capacity shall
be elected to power in the municipal govern-
ment under any new charter that may be en-
acted. All we ipsist upon is that the city
government—which has already suffered
enongh at the bhands of political intriguers—
shall not be made the football of echeming
politicians or ambitions men at Albany even
for the next three months. After that we have
full confidence that the people of New York
will take care of their own affairs and will
elect aubstantial, practical reformers to office,
in spite of all the tradings, bargainings, com-

binatious and coalitions thal may be made by

the several oliques and factions by which the
metropolis is Infested,

Our Europ (¥ pondenca

In another page of this mornlng's lssus we
print a most interesting budget of letters Nbm
the HErALD'S correspondents abroad, From
Italy we have an account of the grand recep-
tions and entertainments which the Romans
accorded to the delegates of the International
Telegraphio Conference. The visit to the
Roman Forum and the ruins of the Palace of
the Cresars, the grand banquets, the kindly
welcomes and the enthusiastic greetings which:
un every side and from all classes hailed the
delegates, speak, more than words can ex-
plain, the appreciation of the Romans and of
the honor paid to their ancient oity In its
being selected for the conference of the Inter-
national Telegraphers. Well, Indeed, may
Cyrus W, Field, in his speech, refer to the
fact that it was & ‘‘Genoese who forged a link
between Italy and America which can never
be broken;" and now, after a lapss of cen-
turles, we find in the ancient capital of the
world a representative of the youngest nation
of the universe cementing in peaceful union
with the representatives of warious other
nationalities & bond which will draw
still closer to each other the numer-
ous branches of the human family, The
little iron wire which spans continents and
orosses ooeans will eventually prove a bond
of peace and good will to all the human race.

Leaving fair Italy's classic grounds, and
turning northward towarda the rugged Russian
Boar, we discover in the recent visit of the
German warriora to celebrate the festival of
the Order of St. Georze a still further desire
to establish more firmly the good understand-
ing belween (he people of the great Russian
and German empires. May it long continue
to exist! In Old Englund and in that great
commareial mart, Liverpool, one of her most
respected merchants takes the platform to pro-
claim aloud to his hearers that by the settle-
ment of the difficulties existing between the
United States and England, the English govern~
ment “wounld have one of the wurmest and
truest alliances that she ever possessed.” Thus
we see the spread of friendship and of peace.
With France before the mind's eye the strain
must be altered. Unsettled, unbappy and un-
decided as to its future course, the destiny of
the republic is uncertain. At Chiselburst the
Man of Scdau conspires—socretly, it is true,
but no less energeticly and effectively for that—
for tue reatoration of his house, Gambelta, in
the French provinces, acts his revolutionary
sentiments, but speuks them not. Indecision
marks the course of the Bourbon Princes for
the re-establishment of the monarchy, and
President Thiers, amid all these contentions,
intrizues and plottings, labors hard to keep the
republican ship of state afloat in the storms
which threaten to engulf her,

A Grand Chooce for the Rothschilds and
fer France.

The French Cabinet entertains a plan, as
we are told by telegram from Pacis, of ceding
the national monopoly for the sale of tobacco
to the Rothschilds and some other bankers for
a period of thirty years, on condition that they
will supply sufficient funds to enable the gov-
ernment to pay off at once the war indem-
nity to Germany, The very mention of such
a project affords conclusive evidence of the
galling sense of irritation with which the
French bear the burden of their indebtedneas to
the Prussians, particularly after defeat in the
field. The great banking house of Rothschilds
may, possibly, accept the offer, baving
some few other firms tributary or adjunct
to them in the management of the
transaction—a speculation the realization
of which woald bring them a new and wast
power in France, Ii would in truth give to
the bankers the power of war or peace over
the French government in office during the
time. If France were about to go to war, and
the Rothschilds did not approve of the idea,
they would only have to ““move” the tobacco
market firmly ‘‘upward,” so that the French
soldier could not purchase the weed, and
what French soldier will fight without it?
If a revolution wire threatened in Paris, let
the price of tobacco go “‘down” easily, and
the citizen discontent at the *‘ills of life” and of
the government would either disappear com-
pletely or be seen only through the soothing
influence of a cheap domestic fireside puft
and whiff, The English King made a mis-
caleulation in his eatimate of the tenden-
cies of humanity when he published his
“‘Counterblast to Tobacco,”

Tug Civin SErvice Rerorm Humpre is
recelving general denunciation, especially
from the press of the West, The lden that a
backwoodsman or a frontleraman or persons
residing in sparsely settled districts, where
school-houses are few and far between, should
be posted in “‘book larnin'"” and understand
all the live and dead languages, in order to be
qualified for the office of posimasier or any
otber position under the government, 18 too
absurd to be seriously entertained anywhere,
especially in such a heterogenous body as that
of the Congress of the Uunited States, Be-
gides, is it fair that a soldier who has been
maimed for life in the service of the country
should be debarred the privilege of holding
some minor office because he cannot solve all
the problems of Euclid? To be sure, there
ure certain branches of the public service to
which none but cultivated and learned men
ghould be called=—the Suprsme Bench, im-
portant  missions  and consulships abroad,
Cabinet Ministers, &c.; but there are thou.
gands of lesser positions for which the quulifi.
cations of honesty and integrity and sound
common sense are quite as essential as erndi-
tion. The bill ought to be defeated.

Passivias TrioMPHANT.—To judge {rom the
complate flutness that characterizes the edito-
rial columns of the demoeratic papers nowa-
days it might safely be declared that the
passive pulicy is actually triumphant. The
discussion of political malters geems to be
utterly ignored by even some of the once most
rampant democratic journals in the country.
The want of the long pole of Tammany te stic
up the animals is plainly observable in the
columns of the democratic pregs. Everything
seems to be at seas, drifting wherever the
changing tide may direct. Cannot the demo-
cratic Congressional delegations do somelhing
to cheer up the spirils of the party? But i
perbaps the party leaders are only “playing
possum, " after all



